CTAHOBULWE
ot gou. aA-p Ueo Tonannnos, UBLIT-BAH, yneH Ha Hay4yHO ypu cbrnacHo 3anoses Ne
1909/18.09.2025 r. Ha PekTopa Ha tO3Y 3a npoBeKaaHeTo Ha KOHKYpPC 3a ,A0UeHT” B obnacT
Ha BuCLe obpasoBaHue 2. XyMaHUTapHU HayKn, NpodecMoHaNHO HanpaBaeHne
2.2. ictopua u apxeonorua
(PUMCKa 1 cpeHOBEKOBHA apxeo/1ormaA Ha 6barapckute 3emu),

o6sseH 8 1B, 6p. 63 o1 01.08.2025 .

B KOHKypca 3a akafileMunyHaTa ANbKHOCT ,, A0LUEHT”, 06ABeH 3a Hy»KAUTe Ha KaTeapa
JMcTopna“ kbm lMpaBHO-UCTOpUYECKMA GaKkyaTeT, e noAan AOKYMEHTM M ydacTBa KaTto
eAVHCTBEH KaHauaat ra. ac. A-p Mwupocnasa CromnoBa [eoprvesa oT HOrosanagHus

yHuBepcuteT ,,Heodput Punckn®.

1.0606wWweHn paHHM 32 Hay4YHATa NPOAYKLUMA U AeHHOCTTa HAa KaHAMAATA.

KanampatsT rn. ac. g-p Mupocnasa leopruesa e npenogasaTen B kaTegpa ,Mctopua“
Kbm paBHO-UcTopuyeckua cdakynteT Ha KOrosanagHusa yHusepcuteT ,Heodut Puackm” —
Bnaroesrpaa. Ta e 3awmtnna obpasosateniHa M Hay4YHa CTeneH ,,4OKTOP“ Mo apxeonorma npes
2009 r. Ha Tema ,,MorpebanHu npakTMKK B FOrosanagHa Tpakua npes pumcKaTa enoxa (I-1V s.),
a npes3 2013 r. e n36paHa 3a rn1aBeH aCUCTEHT.

fn. ac. A-p Mwupocnasa [leoprmeBa uWma 3HauuMTeNeH npenofasaTesiCku U
n3cnefoBaTenckm onut B 06aacTTa Ha aHTMYHATA M CPeAHOBEKOBHATA apXxeosorusa, CbC
3HauuTenHa nybAMKauMOHHA AEWHOCT, Yy4yacTMA B MEXAYHapOAHW U  HaLMOHANHM
KOHbEepeHLMN U TEPEHHWN aPXE0/IOTMYECKM PA3KOMKM U eKCNeauLnK, KaKTO U B U3BBbPLUBAHETO
Ha pefaKTOPCKa AENHOCT. YYaCTHUK € B MeXKAyHapoAeH, HauMOoHaNeH U YHUBEPCUTETCKU
NPOEKTU U € PbKOBOAWUTEN HA CTYAEHTCKU NPAKTUKWU. Mpu3HaHMe 3a HelHaTa AEeMHOCT e
yneHcTBoTO M B Cbto3a Ha yyeHuTe B Bbarapua (ot 2016 r.) n nsbupaHeTo 11 3a YNeH U
KOOPAMHATOP Ha HAUMOHANHOTO ABWMMKeHWe ,Bbbarapcko HacnencTBo” B nepuoaa mMexay
2006-2011 .

B KOHKypCa KaHAMAATLT yyacTBa € ABe MOHOrpadum n TpuHageceT CTyAMU U CTaTUN.
XabMAnTauMOHHUAT TPYLA B 06ABEHUA KOHKYPC e MOoHorpadusTa ,LlbpKoBHATa apXnTeKkTypa B
HKOrosanagHa Bbarapusa (IX — XVII Bek)“, Bnaroesrpas: YHUBEpPCUTETCKO M34aTencTso ,,Heodut

Punckn®, 2024, 380 ctp. ISBN: 978-954-00-0360-3, goKkaTo BTOpaTta MoHorpadusa ,,Mornianum



rpobHM Komnnekecu B KOrosanagHa Tpakua npes pumcKaTta enoxa (I — IV Bek).” bnaroesrpaga:
YHuBepcuTeTcko nsgatencrso ,Heoput Punckn®, 2025. ISBN: 978-954-00-0409-9 e 6a3umpaHa
Bb3 OCHOBA Ha yCNeLwHOo 3aluTeHaTa 4OKTOPCKa AucepTaums.

OcBeH ¢ gBeTe moHorpadwum, ra. ac. a-p Mupocnasa leoprmesa y4acTsa B KOHKypca U
C neT CTyAMn, eaHaTa OT KOUTO € Ha aHIMNCKM e3MK, MU OCeM CTaTUW, ABEe OT KOWUTO Ca Ha
AHIIMNCKN e3UK, a ApYyrM ABe — BKAOYEHW B nopeguuaTa ,,ApXeoNormyeckn OTKPUTUA U
pa3KonkK“, ca B CbaBTOPCTBO. [peAcTaBAHETO e C ACHO M3pa3eH MpuMHOC B obnactrta Ha
aHTUYHaTa M cpegHOBEKOBHATa apxeosaorna. 3a BUCOKOTO KayecTBO Ha HayvyHaTa NpoAayKuma
ACHO roBopu nybankyBaHaTa B Hay4yHO n3gaHue, pedepupaHo B Web of Science cratusa, Ho
CbKO TaKa U UMTUPAHMUATA Ha HEMHWUTe u3cnedBaHua B nybankaumm, pedpepuparHn 8 Web of
Science Core Collection: Emerging Sources Citation Index, KakTo 1 B pa3/iIMyHM MOHOTPadUYHM
TpyAose u apyru, nybavkysaHu B bbarapua un yykbumHa. A BCMYKO TOBa NOKa3Ba 3HAYMMOCTTA
Ha HelHWUTe U3cneaBaHUA, OLEHEHU U HYXKHU NPU U3CNeABaHMATA HA yYeHUTe B CTpaHaTa u
yy»KObuHa.

OcBeH € HayyHa [AEeMHOCT, KOATO HagXBbpasa OBOWNHO WM3UCKYeMUTE HaALMOHAJHU
MUHUMAJIHW KpuTepun, rA. ac. A-p Mwupocnasa [eoprmesa y4vacTBa aKTMBHO UM B
npenogasaTtenckata genHoct B KO3Y, KakTo B 6aKanaBbpcKMTe, Taka U B MarnMcTbpCcKUTe
nporpamu. B TAX TA BOAM WIMPOK CMEKTbP OT AUCLMUMNAMHKU, OCHOBHWU U CNELMaN3npaHu,
CBbp3aHM C apxeosiormATa, UCTOPUATA Ha M3KYCTBOTO, MY3€0/I0TMATAa M OMa3BaHeTo Ha
KY/ITYPHOTO HacneACcTBO KaTo NeKUUOHHU KYPCOBE, CEMUHAPW U NPaKTUYECKU YNparKHeHUA. A
TOBa pasKpuBa HelHaTa npenogaBaTesicCka AenHOocT, 6a3mMpaHa Ha WKMPOK npodecnoHaneH
onut. OCBeH TOBA, TA aKTUBHO BK/OYBA CTYAEHTUTE B TEPEHHU apXeo/IorM4yecKku npoyysaHma
N y4ebHM NPaKTMKKW, AONPUHACAMKM 33 TepeHHaTa MM NOArOTOBKA KbM TeOpeTUYHaTa,
npnaobuta B yHMBepcuTeTa. He cnyyvaiHo, 3a akKagemuuyHaTta 2025-2026 yyebHa roauHa
npenogasaTeniCkaTa HATOBAPEHOCT Ha rA. ac. 4-p Mupocnasa leoprmesa Bb3in3a Ha 735 vaca,
KoeTo e ABOMHO noseye oT HopmaTtuea (360 Yaca).

OcBeH B npenogasaHeTo, . ac. A-p Mupocnasa [eoprmeBa e aHrakupaHa u ¢
PbKOBOACTBOTO Ha AMMJIOMaHTM B ABETe CTeneHW U U3NbJAHABA POJATa HA aKagemuyeH
HaCTaBHUK Ha CTyAEHTW, y4acTBalM B AEWHOCTM B perMoHanHute mysen B HOrosanagHa

Bbarapus, B paMKUTE Ha pa3/IMiHM eTanu oT npoeKktute ,CTyAeHTCKM NPaKTUKK®.



Il. OueHKa Ha HayyHUTE U Ha MNpPaAKTUYECKUTe pe3yaTaTM, U NPUHOCU Ha

npeAacTaBeHaTa 3a yyacTMe B KOHKYpca TBOpPYECKa NPoAyKUua

MpeanoKeHUAT XxabMAnTaLMOHEH TPYA, KOUTO € C ABOMHO HAay4yHO peLeH3npaHe, ce
CbCTOM OT BbBexgalla 4YacT, Tpu rnaBu, 3akntodeHne, 6ubamorpaduma n npunoxkeHma, obw,o
380 cTpaHuuyMm.

MoHorpadu4HOTO M3cneaBaHe e CIeaACTBME OT MHOTOrOAMLWHUTE HAYYHM MHTEPECHU Ha
KaHguaaTta B ob6nacTta Ha CpefHOBEKOBHATA LbpPKOBHA npobnemaTtvka. To npeacrasnsnsa
MbPBOTO LANOCTHO M 3a4bNOOYEHO M3CNeABaHE HA LLbPKOBHATA apxmMTeKTypa B KOrosanaaHa
Bvarapua (aH. obnact Bnaroesrpaa) npes nepuoaa IX-XVII B.,, KoeTo e Bb3MOXKHO Aa ce
Hanpasu eaBa c/el CbOMPAHETO U CUCTEMATUBMPAHETO Ha LUEenMa HaJAuvyeH M3BOPOB
MaTepuan, CBbP3aH CbC CPeAHOBEKOBHMUTE KYATOBWM CrpagM W KOMMAEKCU. AHANU3bT
No3B0/IABA A3 Ce M3BBLPLIAT KOPEKUUMN B XPOHONOIMYECKO €CTECTBO Ha YacCT OT Crpagute u
KOMMNAEKCcUTe, Aa Cce NpocnegAtr npouecute M CXOAHUTE TeHAEeHUMW B PasBUTUETO Ha
LUbPKOBHATA apXUTEKTypa U OTAENHUTE TUMOBE Crpaau B PermoHa, ga ce cb3gage noapobHa
TMNONOrMYecka KnacudpuKauma Ha LbPKOBHUTE Crpaam OT pasrfiexaaHua nepuog, 6asmpaHa
Ha TAXHATa MJIAaHOBO-KOHCTPYKTMBHA cxema M ¢dacagHO-AeKOpPaTUBHM 0cobeHoCcTn n aa ce
04epTaAT perMoHaNHuTe cneundmKm Ha cCpegHOBEKOBHATA LLbPKOBHA apXMTEKTYpa.

3a ga moxe ga 6baaT NoKasaHu HarnegHo AOCTUrHAaTUTE U3BOAM U 3aK/IIOYEHUSA B X042
Ha u3cneaBaHeTo e M3paboTeH KaTtanor, BKAYBalW, 45 ubpkoBHM crpagm B KOrosanagHa
Bbarapus, Ha 6a3aTa Ha KOMTO e HanpaBeHa TMNoO0rMYecKaTa Knacupumkauma. MoHorpadpuaTta
BK/IIOYBA MHOMKECTBO penpoayKumm nog ¢opmaTa Ha KapTu, MaaHOBe, paspesy,
PEKOHCTPYKLUUN, AKCOHOMETPUYHM BDB3CTAHOBKM U CHUMKM Ha UBPKOBHUTE Crpagu,
NOMEeCTEHMW cnes BCAKA rnasa.

NHTepec B n3cneaBaHeTo NpeacTaBaaBaT NpobaembT ¢ HaIMYMETO UM OTCbCTBMETO
Ha KOHTUHIOUTET MeXAY KbCHOAQHTUYHUTE M CPeaHOBEKOBHUTE LIbPKOBHM Crpaaun, Bpb3KaTa
Ha UbPKOBHUTE Crpaam CbC CblUEeCTBYBaWaTa MHOPACTPYKTYPa — OCHOBHO CE/INLLHA, HO He
CaMo, HAKOM Mo cneumndpryHM TUNOBE Crpaaun, KaTo HanpMmep ABYKOPabHUTE LbPKBU (LIbPKBU
C aHEeKC), KOUTO ca MO-CKOPO pa3npocTpaHeHMe BbB BusaHTMa M Cbpbua, ubpKBaTa npu C.
Kynata, KOATO ce OKa3Ba eAMHCTBEHATA Ha TepuTOpUATa Ha bbarapma TPMKOHXaNHa KynoaHa

crpafia C BNMCAH KPbCT, BrpageHa B MPaBObIbJAeH KOpnyc, NpobnembT ¢ QyHKUMUTE Ha



OTAENHUTE YaCTU Ha crpaauTe u ap. Tesu, a n apyrn HabnogeHnA, KaTo HaNPUMep LANOCTHATA
JIMNCa Ha KPbCTOKYMOJIHW LUbPKBU, TEMBPBA LLE TbPCAT CBOETO Hay4yHO 0bACHEeHMe.

MosBaTa Ha XxabuUAUTaUMOHHMA MOHOrpaduyeH Tpya € NOrnYeH 3aBbpllek OoT
AecetunetHaTta pabota Ha M. F'eoprveBa, KAKTO MOXKEM A3 CbAMM OT NPUIONKEHUTE YETUPU
CTYAUM U TpM cTaTun. Hakou oT Tax ca ¢ o06obuiaBall, XxapaKTep, KaTo Hanpumep Tas3u 3a
pa3npoCcTpaHeHMEeTOo, Pa3BUTUETO U cneuudUKMTe Ha TPUKOHXANHUTE LUDbPKBM, Ta3M 3a
MaHaCTMPCKMUTE KOMMIEKCHU M Ta3M 3a LLbPKOBHUTE Crpajm KaTo LAso B torosanagHa boarapus,
OOKaTo ApYrM KacaaT eAMHUYHM NameTHULM, KaTo Hanpumep npu c. KpynHUK uanM nNbk
npeacTaBAT pe3yaTaTuTe OT apXxeosorMyeckmTe UM NPoyYBaHUA, B KOMTO e B3ena yyactue M.
Feopruesa. BcuukuTe Te pa3kpuMBaT NPAKATA aHrAXKMPAHOCT Ha KaHAMAATA € TemaTa, HEMHOTO
3a4bn604YeHO NO3HaBaHe M MHOFONAACTOBO M3C/eABaHe HA OTAE/IHUTE NAMETHULM, HO U KaTo
LAM0 Ha CpeHOBEKOBHATA LibPKOBHA apXMTEKTYpPa U MaHACTUPCKa MpeXKa, CbCpeaoToueHa no
OoNvHUTe Ha pekmTte CTpyma n MecTa.

B apyrata moHorpadus, koATo e HasvMpaHa Ha 3aWMTEH AUCEPTALMOHEH TpyAa 3a
NPUCBHKAAHETO Ha obpa3oBaTesiHa M HayyHa cTeneH ,AokTop” — leopruesa, M. MoruaHu
rpobHn Komnneken B KOrosanagHa Tpakua npes pumckaTa enoxa (I — IV Bek). bnaroesrpaa:
YHuBepcuTeTCcKo nsgatencrso ,Heodput Punckun®, 2025, ce npeacTaBAT M aHAAN3UPAT BCUYKM
N3BECTHN NYOBAMKYBAHM U HenybAMKyBaHM MOTMAHWM TPOOHM KOMNAEKCUM OT pernoHa npes
PUMCKATa enoxa, KoeTo No3Bo/ABa Aa ce 060cobuM TepUTOPUANHO TAXHOTO pasnpeseneHune no
OonvHuTe Ha pekute Ctpyma, Mecta u bperanHuua, ga ce M3roTBM TUMNONOrMYeEcKa
KnacmduKkauma Ha rpobHUTE CLOPDBKEHUA, A Ce NpocnegAT MPOMEHUTE, HACTbMNWUAWU B
norpebanHua obpen, oa ce yCTaHOBM MACTOTO M QYHKUMATA HA OTAENHUTE NpeameTv B
norpebanHmMa KOHTEKCT, Aa Ce Npocnegu HaBAUM3AHETO Ha HOBO HAceNeHue WAN HOBU
norpebasHM MNPaKTUKM W TAXHATA MPUEMCTBEHOCT CbC 3aBapeHMTe M Aa ce u3cnenBa
TonorpaduATa B TO3M aCNeKT B CBOATA LANOCT B permoHa. MHOro morke fia ce rosopu 3a Tasu
MOHOrpadua, KOATO MOCTaBA OCHOBATa Aad AMCKYCUMW, CBbP3aHW C M3ABaTa Ha MeCTHaTa
APUCTOKpaUUA, pPa3BUTMETO Ha MAEO0N0rMA nNpe3 BEKOBETE, BK/AKYBAHETO HA HOBWU
npeacTaBuTeENN B HeA, U3BbPLUEHUTE MPOMEHU CAeacTBME OT BK/KOYBAHETO M B Pumckata
nmMmnepua, Makap 1 B MoBeyeTo C/y4am Ha e4HO MeCTHO HMBO U Ap. B To3n cMUCHA, TA He camo
noctaeA Te3n npobsemun Bb3 OCHOBA HA MaTepuan oT cneumdPuyeH permoH, HoO MOXKe CbLLLO
TaKa 1 ga gonpuHece 3a ANCKYCUATA — MeCTHa apMCcTOKpauma — PUMCKaTa UMNepuma KaTto uano,

npobaembT € ,poMaHU3auMaTa” n ap.



be3 cobmHeHne, MoHOrpaduATa e 3aAb/IKUTENHO YeTUBO NPU U3CNeaBaHETO HE CaMo
Ha torosanagHa TpaKkusa, HO U Ha CbCeaHUTE PervMoHun. Ta pasKpmea cneunduyHmn NPaAKTUKN U
TPaauLMKN, KOUTO Ca USKAOUYUTENIHO M CaMO XapaKTepHM 3a Ta3uM YacT Ha TpaKma, HO KOUTO
MOraT ga Ce pasrnexpgart KaTto cneacTsue OT reorpadCckoTo pasnonoXeHue Ha pernoHa B
61130CT A0 NpoBUHLUMA MaKeaoHUA 1 TeCanoHMKa, HO CbLLO TaKa M nopaau cneumdmKaTa Ha
NUCTOPMYECKOTO My pasBuTMe. BCcMUYKO ToBa € MHOro ACHO A0/I0BMMO B npeAcTtaBeHaTa
MOHorpadua.

KananpatseT Mupocnasa lNeoprvesa npoabaxasa 4a ce 3aHMMaBa C HekponoauTe oT
PMMCKaTa enoxa 1 cnep ycnewHaTa 3almTa Ha HellHaTa gucepTtauma. Tpabea aa ce otbenexxu
ye Te He KacanaT eaANHCTBEHO NpMMepU OT U3caedBaHUA OT HeA PermoH, HO U OT IOroM3TOYHA
Tpakua. BcuyKo TOBa MOKa3Ba He CaMO HEWHWA YCTOMYMB WMHTEpec KbM M3cneagaHaTa
TeMaTuKa, BbNPEKN yCrelHaTa 3almTa Ha AUCcepTaLma Ha Ta3m TeMA, HO U KeslaHMeTo M 3a
NO-HATaTbLWHO Pa3BUTME B Ta3M MOCOKA. Bcuuko ToBa Boam 1A Aa 6bae n3non3saH aBTop He
CaMO KOraTo ce Kacae pervoHa Ha torosanagHa bbarapua, KbAeTo e nosoxuna conmgHa
OCHOBA, HO CbLLUO TaKa U 3a uana Tpakuma.

OcBeH c aHTMYHa 1 cCpelHOBEKOBHa apxeosorus, r. ac. 4-p Munpocnasa leopruesa ce
3aHMMaBa M C npobnemn Ha My3e0NorvMATa, KYNTypHaTa MNOAUTUKA M UCTOpMATA Ha
MHCTUTYUMUTE MO MPMMeEpa Ha HEMHOTO M3cNeABaHEe Ha apXeosIorMYeCcKoTO APYXKECTBO
,CTpyma“ B rp. CBetun Bpau (gH. CaHaaHcKK). Tasu nyb6anKauma gonbasa Hay4yHUs i npodun n
pa3KpMBa HelrHATa MPAKA aHraXMPaHOCT C O6LEeCTBEHOTO M3MEPEHME HA apPXeosornaTa u
HEMHOTO MACTO B PervMoHasnHaTa MAEHTUYHOCT. He Bux ce M3HEeHaZan Tasu aHra*KMpPaHoCT,
BK/IIOYUTENIHO CBbP3aHa M ¢ NpobnemnTte U pe3yaTaTuTe OT apXeosI0TMYECKUTE NPOYYBaHUA,
TAXHaTa NepcnekTMBa n obLLecTBeHO n3mepeHune, ga 6bae B OCHOBATa Ha eHa nocaenBallad
aenHocT Ha a-p Mupocnasa leoprvesa, npespbluawia no 1o3n HaunH HO3Y B ecTecTBeH

LLeHTbP Ha apXeosiorMyeckaTa Hayka B pernoHa.

3aknueHune

B 3akntoueHue Oux XKenan ga 3anABs, yYe npeacTaBeHaTa 3a XabunuTauuoHeH Tpya
MoOHorpadua OTroBaps Ha BCUMYKU HeobxoaumM 3a UenTa M3UCKBaHuA. [puioskeHuTe
nybanKaumMm pasKpmBaT KaHAMAATA KaTo M3rpageH yyeH B 06s1acTTa Ha aHTMYHATa M
CpeiHOBEKOBHAaTa apXxeonJ/iorua, CbC 3abnb04YeH NO3HAHUA N U3CeABaHNA, BUCOKa CTeneH

Ha OPUTNMHANHOCT, ocobeHa MeToA0/10rM4ecka Npeumn3HoOCT N NpmUHOC.



MpencTtaBeHUAT OT HEA KOMMJIEKT MaTepuann e B CbOTBETCTBME C HALMOHANHATA U
YHMBEPCUTETCKATa HOPMATMBHA ypeaba M BKAKYBA BCUYKM U3UCKYEMWU LOKYMEHTU.
Mpouenypata e 3akoHOCbObpasHa.

MNpeacraseHUTe U3cneaBaHMA Cca aBTOPOBWU, MPUHOCHMU, KATO B TAX HE OTKPMUX
NNarvaTcTeo. Te NOKPMBAT MUHUMANHUN HALMOHANAHU U3NCKBAHUA U KPUTEPUM 33 3aeMaHETO
Ha akageMn4yHaTa ANbXKHOCT JOoueHT.

MpenBua BCUYKO TOBA, KAaKTO U CONNAHUAT NpenogaBaTeCKMA CTaxK Ha KaHAMAaTa,
ybeneHo rnacysam c nonoxurened rnac (AA) 3a npucbkaaHe Ha akageMuyHaTa ANbKHOCT
DOUEHT Ha rn. ac. a-p Mupocnasa CtonnoBa l'eoprueBa B npodecnoHaHO HanpaBaeHue 2.2.
UcTtopus n apxeonorva (AHTUYHA M CPeAHOBEKOBHA apxeosorusa) 3a Hyxaute Ha HO3Y —

bnaroesrpag,.

Codus,
11.11.2025rr. Moagnwuc:



EVALUATION REPORT
by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ivo Topalilov, Institute of Balkan Studies & Centre of Thracology —
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
member of the academic committee appointed by Order No. 1909/18.09.2025
of the Rector of South-West University “Neofit Rilski”,
for the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in the field of higher
education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology
(Roman and Medieval Archaeology of the Bulgarian Lands),

announced in State Gazette, issue 63 of 01.08.2025.

For participation in the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor,
announced for the needs of the Department of History at the Faculty of Law and History,
documents have been submitted by a single applicant — Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Miroslava

Stoilova Georgieva from the South-West University “Neofit Rilski.”

I. Summary of the Candidate’s Academic Output and Professional Activity

The candidate, Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Miroslava Georgieva, is a lecturer in the
Department of History at the Faculty of Law and History, South-West University “Neofit Rilski,”
Blagoevgrad. She was awarded the educational and scientific degree of Doctor of Archaeology
in 2009 with a dissertation entitled “Funerary Practices in Southwestern Thrace during the
Roman Period (1st—4th centuries)” and has held the position of Chief Assistant Professor since
2013.

Dr. Georgieva possesses extensive teaching and research experience in the fields of
ancient and medieval archaeology. Her academic profile is distinguished by a substantial
publication record, participation in international and national conferences, field excavations
and archaeological expeditions, as well as editorial activity. She has taken part in international,
national, and university-funded research projects and has supervised student field practices.
Recognition of her professional standing is reflected in her membership in the Union of
Scientists in Bulgaria (since 2016) and her election as member and coordinator of the national
movement “Bulgarian Heritage” between 2006 and 2011.

In the current competition, the candidate participates with two monographs and

thirteen studies and articles. The habilitation work submitted for evaluation is the monograph

1



“Church Architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria (9th—17th centuries)” (Blagoevgrad: University
Press “Neofit Rilski,” 2024, 380 pp., ISBN 978-954-00-0360-3). The second monograph,
“Tumulus Burial Complexes in Southwestern Thrace during the Roman Period (1st—4th
centuries)” (Blagoevgrad: University Press “Neofit Rilski,” 2025, ISBN 978-954-00-0409-9), is
based on her successfully defended doctoral dissertation.

In addition to these two monographs, Dr. Georgieva contributes five studies (one in
English) and eight articles (two in English), two of which — published in the series
Archaeological Discoveries and Excavations — are co-authored. Her submitted works clearly
demonstrate original contributions to the study of ancient and medieval archaeology. The high
quality of her scholarly output is evidenced by publications in refereed academic journals
indexed in Web of Science, as well as citations of her work in publications listed in the Web of
Science Core Collection: Emerging Sources Citation Index, and in monographs and collective
volumes published both in Bulgaria and abroad. This attests to the academic significance and
international relevance of her research, which has been recognized and utilized by scholars in
the field.

Beyond her substantial research record — which exceeds more than twice the national
minimum requirements — Dr. Georgieva actively contributes to the teaching mission of the
South-West University at both undergraduate and graduate levels. She teaches a wide range
of core and specialized courses related to archaeology, art history, museology, and the
preservation of cultural heritage, offered through lectures, seminars, and practical sessions.
Her teaching is grounded in broad professional experience and effectively integrates
theoretical and practical dimensions of the discipline. She regularly engages students in field
excavations and archaeological training, ensuring the development of their hands-on
competencies alongside academic instruction. Notably, her teaching load for the 2025-2026
academic year amounts to 735 hours, more than double the institutional norm of 360 hours.
In addition to her teaching duties, Dr. Georgieva supervises undergraduate and graduate
theses and serves as an academic mentor for students participating in activities within regional
museums across Southwestern Bulgaria, as part of the various stages of the “Student

Internships” national projects.

Il. Evaluation of the Scholarly and Practical Contributions of the Submitted Academic

Work



The submitted habilitation monograph, which has undergone double-blind peer
review, consists of an introductory section, three chapters, a conclusion, bibliography, and
appendices, amounting to a total of 380 pages.

This monographic study is the result of Dr. Georgieva’s long-standing research interests
in the field of medieval ecclesiastical studies. It constitutes the first comprehensive and in-
depth examination of church architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria (present-day Blagoevgrad
region) between the ninth and seventeenth centuries. Such an undertaking became possible
only after the collection and systematic organization of all available source material related to
medieval ecclesiastical buildings and complexes.

The analysis allows for significant chronological corrections regarding certain buildings
and complexes, as well as for tracing architectural processes and stylistic tendencies in the
development of ecclesiastical architecture across the region. It establishes a detailed
typological classification of medieval church buildings based on their planimetric and
constructive schemes, as well as their decorative and fagade features, thereby identifying
distinct regional characteristics of church architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria.

To illustrate the research findings and conclusions, the author has compiled a
catalogue comprising forty-five churches in the region, which forms the basis of the
typological classification. The monograph is richly illustrated with maps, architectural plans,
sections, reconstructions, axonometric drawings, and photographs of the churches, placed at
the end of each chapter.

The study addresses several important issues of scholarly interest, including the
guestion of continuity or discontinuity between Late Antique and medieval ecclesiastical
architecture; the relationship between church buildings and the surrounding infrastructure —
primarily settlement networks, but not exclusively; and the occurrence of specific
architectural types such as the two-aisled “annex” churches more typical of Byzantium and
Serbia. Notably, the church at the village of Kulata is identified as the only triconch domed
structure in Bulgaria with an inscribed cross plan enclosed within a rectangular body. Other
questions explored include the functional use of individual architectural spaces and the near-
complete absence of cross-in-square churches in the region, all of which invite further
scholarly interpretation.

The publication of this monograph represents the logical culmination of Dr.

Georgieva’s decade-long research activity, as evidenced by the accompanying four studies and

3



three articles submitted with the application. Some of these are of a synthetic nature — such
as those on the distribution, development, and typology of triconch churches, monastic
complexes, and ecclesiastical architecture in general in Southwestern Bulgaria — while others
focus on individual monuments (e.g., the church near the village of Krupnik) or present
archaeological results from fieldwork in which Dr. Georgieva has participated. Collectively,
these works reveal her direct engagement with the topic, her thorough knowledge, and her
multi-layered approach to both individual monuments and the broader medieval ecclesiastical
and monastic landscape concentrated along the valleys of the Struma and Mesta rivers.

The second monograph submitted by the candidate is based on her defended PhD
dissertation. The work presents and analyses all known published and unpublished tumular
burial complexes from the region during the Roman era. This comprehensive approach makes
it possible to define their territorial distribution along the valleys of the Struma, Mesta, and
Bregalnica rivers, to establish a typological classification of the burial structures, to trace the
evolution of funerary rites, to determine the placement and function of individual grave
goods, and to explore evidence of incoming populations or newly introduced funerary
practices and their relationship with local traditions. It also reconstructs the broader funerary
topography of the region.

This monograph is of significant scholarly value. It opens new perspectives for
discussion regarding the expression of local aristocracy, the development of elite ideology
through the centuries, and the transformations resulting from the region’s incorporation into
the Roman Empire — processes that, although often local in scale, reflect wider imperial
dynamics. Thus, beyond its regional focus, the study contributes meaningfully to broader
academic debates on provincial elites, the mechanisms of Romanization, and the interaction
between local and imperial identities.

Without doubt, this monograph represents essential reading for anyone researching
not only Southwestern Thrace but also adjacent regions. It reveals distinctive local practices
and traditions that are unique to this part of Thrace, shaped both by its geographical proximity
to the province of Macedonia and Thessalonica and by the specificity of its historical
development. These features are clearly and convincingly articulated throughout the work.

Following the successful defense of her dissertation, Dr. Georgieva has continued to
investigate Roman-period necropoleis, extending her research beyond Southwestern Thrace

to include examples from Southeastern Thrace as well. This demonstrates both the
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persistence of her scholarly interest and her commitment to advancing this line of inquiry
further. Her studies are now widely cited not only in connection with Southwestern Bulgaria
— where she has laid a solid foundation — but also in broader discussions on Thracian
archaeology as a whole.

In addition to her work in ancient and medieval archaeology, Dr. Georgieva has also
addressed questions of museology, cultural policy, and the history of institutions, as
exemplified by her study of the “Struma” Archaeological Society in the town of Sveti Vrach
(modern Sandanski). This publication enriches her academic profile and reflects her direct
engagement with the public dimensions of archaeology and its role in shaping regional
identity. Her active interest in the relationship between fieldwork results, heritage
preservation, and public engagement suggests promising future contributions that could

position the South-West University as a central hub for archaeological research in the region.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the submitted habilitation monograph fully meets the formal and
substantive requirements for the position of Associate Professor. The accompanying
publications reveal Dr. Miroslava Georgieva as a mature and established scholar in the field of
Ancient and Medieval Archaeology, characterized by deep expertise, original research,
methodological precision, and significant scholarly contribution.

The submitted materials comply with both national and university regulations and
include all required documentation. The procedure has been conducted in accordance with
legal and institutional standards. The works are original, contribution-based, and free of
plagiarism, meeting and exceeding the national minimum criteria for the academic position of
Associate Professor.

Considering all of the above, as well as the candidate’s extensive teaching experience,
| confidently and affirmatively vote YES for the appointment of Chief Assistant Professor Dr.
Miroslava Stoilova Georgieva to the academic position of Associate Professor in Professional
Field 2.2. History and Archaeology (Ancient and Medieval Archaeology) for the needs of South-

West University “Neofit Rilski,” Blagoevgrad.
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